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%, What is The Mission of
Agricultural Services
Division?

Promote the Viability of Agriculture in the County

Educate the general public on the importance of
Agriculture in the County

Help Navigate People through the Regulatory
Process for making business decisions

This technical assistance is done one on one by
making an Appointment with us



What is the Current Status of Agriculture
In Montgomery

o Agricultural activities occupy about one-
third of Montgomery County's Land Area
and the County's diverse agricultural
Industry -561 farms and 350 horticultural
enterprises - produces more than $243
million in economic contribution and
employs more than 10,000 residents




Did you know that

 Montgomery County was the first County
In the USA to develop No-Till
Conservation Planting?

 Montgomery County has the highest
percentage 90% of farmland preserved
through agricultural easements.

 Montgomery County has the most acres
planted in berries and pumpkins in the
State.



Master Planning and Agriculture
Zoning

 Functional Master Plan for the
Preservation of Agriculture and Rural
Open Space (October 1980)

 Created a 93,000 acre agricultural
reserve which reduced the threat of
residential development from 1 unit per
5acres to 1 unit per 25 acres.
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Agricultural Zoning

Agricultural Zoning — helps to promote Agricultural

.~ . s o and Rural Landscapes o
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What Is the Difference between
e d Protectron verses

Agricultural Zonrng (RDT) . ! --
. Transfer of Development Rights Programs (TDR)
Purchase of D Ievelopment Rights Programs (PDR)
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TDRs are used to shift development
from agricultural reserve to designated growth areas
which are closer to public services;

The number of available TDRs is based upon
The calculation of 1 TDR per 5 acres of land
in the agricultural reserve

Once a TDR is created the land is restrrcted
by a permanent TDR easement 95

Th1s easement ensures the propert}r can, not be developedf?’f’j o
' for resrdentral use at densrtres whrch exceed. o
s -1 unit per 25 acres 2 -

T R T@E@ E@@@E@’a@mﬁ

v



Montgomery
County
AGRICULTURAL
PRESERVATION

[ WATER i counTY AG EASEMENT (AEP)
[C] TDR RECEIVING AREAS B8 STATE (MET) EASEMENT

"1 AGRESERVE (RDT ZONE) i STATE (MALPF) EASEMENT
B PUBLIC LANDS E RLP PROTECTED
TDR EASEMENT (TDR) D RLP PROPOSED

il AP PROPOSED | RURAL LEGACY AREA et i 5







-

Protecting Fa

pll:;mﬂ:ju,;nities to provide a 13 %

Lewis Orchard - AEP




Im vy ‘u

r!\.‘l'
oo T o %
4 . i S o



County Agricultural
Initiatives

* Achieved the farmland preservation goal of
protecting 70,000 acres under easement

* Published the 2008 Farm Directory
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County Agricultural
Initiatives

“ | pledge to eat
° Buy Local Chauenge 2010 at legef one item from 4

local farm every day
— July 17-25th during

"Buy Local Week!”

That's the last week
in July every year.
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FARM TOUR

e 21th Annual Farm Tour

and Harvest Sale
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAN

_ July 24 & 25th & HﬂWQSt Sale
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